ROBESPIERRE
considerable independence. Both the Commune and the
Convention would be forced to woo them.
What gave the Gironde courage for the undertaking
was the situation in Lyon, where the Girondins, aided
by the royalists, had wrested control of the sections
from Chalier and his Jacobins. To Petion was assigned
the task of firing the opening gun in the campaign.
Robespierre's former friend, now his enemy, thus
addressed the Paris bourgeoisie in an open letter:
"Your property is in danger! The have-nots are
being incited against the haves. Will you do nothing to
prevent it? The well-to-do and peacefully-inclined are
leaving Paris. Paris is perishing before your eyes and
you do not bestir yourselves! Five or six hundred men
—for the most part without any known means of
subsistence—lay down the law to you and exercise the
most unbearable despotism over 600,000 citizens."
In addition to the appeal, the Committee of Twelve
—at that time the most powerful committee of the
Convention and wholly composed of Girondins—
issued a number of orders intended to cripple the hold
of the Fourth Estate upon the sections. It ordered meet-
ings of the sections to close promptly at ten, which
would have made it impossible for working-men to be
present, except towards the close of the meeting. It
ordered the membership registers turned over to it,
which meant systematic persecution of the radicals, and
forbade members of one section to attend the meetings
of any other section. This last was intended to break up
a habit the Robespierrists had of invading the bourgeois
sections and seizing control by main force.
It is not to be imagined that Robespierre remained
idle throughout all this. He stigmatized the bourgeois
as Culottes dore'es and told his followers: "You have
aristocrats in your sections. Throw them out!" Then,
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